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James C. Y. Watt, Anne E. Wardwell : When Silk Was Gold: Central Asian and Chinese Textiles before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised When Silk Was Gold: Central
Asian and Chinese Textiles:

21 of 24 people found the following review helpful. A detailed invaluable text on central asian textiles.By
cordanjr@jmu.eduScholars and hobbiests interested in central asian and early chinese silk must read this text. The
authors have gone into great detail on techniques and methods used by the great craftsmen of the great silk trade.The
structure of major piecesis presented in sufficient detail to seperate styles of manufacture and artistic traditions. The
beauty of the material and the method pf graphic presentation make this text amust have.

When Silk Was Gold is the catalogue for the first exhibition devoted exclusively to luxury silks and embroideries
produced in Central Asiaand Chinafrom the eighth to the early fifteenth century. Drawn from the collections of The


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300200307

Metropolitan Museum of Art and The Cleveland Museum of Art, the textiles are remarkable not only for their dazzling
display of technical virtuosity but also for their historical significance, reflecting in their techniques and patterns shifts
in the balance of power between Central Asiaand Chinathat occurred as dynasties rose and fell and empires expanded
and dissolved. The finest products of imperial embroidery and weaving workshops in the Middle Ages were among
gifts presented by emperors and members of the imperial family to other rulers, emissaries, and distinguished persons.
Richly woven textiles were also highly coveted as commercial goods. Transported across vast distancesin
unprecedented numbers to places as remote as the courts and church treasuries of Europe, they formed the mainstay of
international commerce. Under the Y an dynasty (12791368), textiles were an important part of the Mongol patronage
of Buddhist sectsin Tibet, which was an important means of solidifying Mongol-Tibetan relations. The material
presented in this volume significantly extends what has been known to date of Asian textiles produced from the Tang
(618907) through the early Ming period (late 14thearly 15th century), and new documentation gives full recognition to
the importance of luxury textilesin the history of Asian art. Costly silks and embroideries were the primary vehicle for
the migration of motifs and styles from one part of Asiato another, particularly during the Tang and Mongol
(12071368) periods. In addition, they provide material evidence of both the cultural and religiousties that linked
ethnic groups and the impetus to artistic creativity that was inspired by exposure to foreign goods. The demise of the
Silk Roads and the end of expansionist policies, together with the rapid increase in maritime trade, brought to an end
the vital economic and cultural interchange that had characterized the years preceding the death of the Ming-dynasty
Y ongle emperor in 1424. Overland, intrepid merchants no longer transported silks throughout Eurasia and weavers no
longer traveled to distant lands. But the products that survive from that wondrous time attest to a glorious erawhen silk
was resplendent as gold. [ This book was originally published in 1997 and has gone out of print. This edition isa print-
on-demand version of the original book.]



