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Steve Penberthy, Gary Jones : Step-by-step to a Classic Fireplace Mantel  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Step-by-step to a Classic Fireplace Mantel: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A picture bookBy C. ColeI consider myself to be moderately skilled 
in woodworking. I ordered this book to help with design and construction methods for creating a mantel. 

Unfortunately, this book provided very little info on the design phase, specifically the final trim. With no blown up 
drawings of the whole project it is hard to make changes to suite my trim preferences. The book is 95% close-up 
photos of the processes used to complete the construction and 5% written material. It must have 30 photos of him 

applying glue to different pieces. Missing are views of the whole project during construction to help visualize where 
the pieces are applied. A sentence or two under each picture describes the pieces being used, but the close up photos, 

focused at approx. 12 - 15 inches, will just show two pieces of wood being glued together. The pictures don't show the 
full size of the pieces being joined, or what they should look like when completed. A few of the photos are of a hand 
on a chop saw handle with a piece of wood in the background. I guess if you don't know how to put your hand on a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=088740653X


chop saw handle these photos may be helpful.If you are expecting plans and working drawings that you can modify to 
meet your specific dimensions this is the wrong book. The book does provide a couple of usable drawings to help with 
measuring your current fireplace dimensions and create a basic lumber list.I'm glad I purchased the book from one of 
the used booksellers on . Not a keeper for my woodworking library.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 

Great book with precise and helpful informationBy PollyI bought this book because I obviously wanted to build a 
fireplace mantel and what is available commercially didn't fit my application and nor did I like them. I have almost 
finished now and I built it straight from the book with a few modifications to suit my application. I found that the 

information and pictures are spot on and I have had no problems with construction at all. Just be sure to read all the 
way through and understand what is written and you should have no problems.4 of 4 people found the following 

review helpful. Excellent Instructions for the style on the coverBy ShelleyThis book tells you exactly how to make the 
style of mantle on the cover. There is a gallery of styles in the back, but no mention of how to construct them. The 

authors assume that you have a full and complete workshop including a table saw and biscuit joiner, not that you are 
going to do-it-yourself with handtools and a circular saw on the floor in front of the fireplace as I did!All of the 

photographs are clear, the instructions are complete and clear at every step. I did actually build a beautiful mantle in 
spite of my lack of fancy power tools.

Whether there is a fire burning or not, there is something about a fireplace that gives a room warmth. The mantel we 
build around the fireplace becomes a focal point of decorating, bringing to all that surrounds a sense of elegance. In 

this new book Steve Penberthy and Gary Jones help the homeowner build a classic fireplace from stock materials and 
moldings and tools found in the most basic of workshops. From measurement to the finished product, they take the 

reader through the complete process. Every step is illustrated with a color photograph and a concise instruction. In the 
back are drawings and photographs of many design variations that can be made using the same building techniques. 
This is the, without a doubt, the best book ever published on building mantels and will be a welcome addition to the 

woodworker's library.


