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Robert Copeland : Spode (Shire Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Spode (Shire Library): 

The two Josiah Spodes, father and son, may be justly regarded as the second most important names in the development 
of English ceramics. Under their direction, two of the most important products in the English ceramic repertoire were 

perfected: underglaze transfer printing on earthenware; and fine bone china, a very practical porcelain. The first set the 
stage for the enormous burgeoning of the transfer-printed trade which became known as 'Staffordshire Blue', including 
the Willow Patter and Blue Italian. The second, the bone china formula, proved to be so successful that it superseded 
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earlier artificial porcelains and became one of the most sought-after 'traditional' English productions.

About the AuthorRobert Copeland was born in 1925, the younger son of Gresham Copeland, partner in the family-
owned Spode manufactory in Stoke-on-Trent. He joined the firm in 1949 and in 1979 he became the historical 

consultant to Spode Limited and he has augmented the collection of the Spode Museum Trust. 


