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Samurai: Arms, Armor, Costume

Mitsuo Kure : Samurai: Arms, Armor, Costume  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Samurai: Arms, Armor, Costume: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you are interested in learning about the samurai in any way you 
will not be disappointed with this must have book. Buy it !By Chirs gossmanOne of the top books(In my opinion) 

about the Japanese Samurai. This book includes a breakdown of every piece of the Armour worn by the samurai and 
the weapons they used, the history of how and why the armor was developed.An Abundance of the History of the 

samurai class and the Military government that controlled them. A wealth of info on some of the top samurai clans and 
history of their battles. Also Lots of Great colored photos.If you are interested in learning about the samurai in any 

way you will not be disappointed with this must have book. Buy it !1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
A beautful and thoroughly well-researched work that I am proud to have within easy reach as a coffee table bookBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0785822089


TomHunter1968This is a beautful and thoroughly well-researched work that I am proud to have within easy reach as a 
coffee table book. However, it's not a coffee table that I allow to simply gather dust - I find myself constantly reaching 
for it and reclining on the couch for a hour or two to read up on this fascinating chapter in Japanese feudal society.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. this book is wonderful, full of information and excellent photographs and 

printsBy CustomerIn the condition described, this book is wonderful, full of information and excellent photographs 
and prints. The reproductions are of a good quality.

Samurai: An Illustrated History brings the violent, tumultuous, and, at the same time, elegant world of the medieval 
Japanese samurai to life.This book of Japanese history traces the story of a unique historical phenomenon: a period of 

700 yearsequivalent to the entire stretch of Western history between the reigns of the Crusader king Richard the 
Lionhearted and of Queen Victoria at the height of the British Empireduring which an enclosed civilization was 

dominated by a single warrior caste.The historical narrative of samurai history is supported by explanations of samurai 
armor, weapons, fortifications, tactics, and customs, and illustrated with nearly 800 fascinating color photographs, 

maps, and sketches, including ancient scroll paintings and surviving suits of armor preserved for centuries in Japanese 
shrines.From the 12th to the 19th centuries the history of Japan was effectively the history of the samuraithe class of 

professional fighting men. At first they were no more than lowly soldiery employed by the court aristocracy of Kyoto, 
but the growing power of the provincial warrior clans soon enabled them to brush aside the executive power of the 
imperial court and to form their own parallel military government. Though individual dynasties came and went in 

cycles of vigor and decadence, the dominance of the samurai as a class proved uniquely resilient.

About the AuthorMitsuo Kure graduated from medical school in 1972 and became a surgeon based in Tokyo. His 
lifelong interest in samurai began at an early age, when he began constructing historically accurate models of samurai 

figures. Later, with the assistance on Togo Ryu, a well-known Japanese historical novelist, he began to reconstruct full-
size samurai armor and started what is now one of the premier re-enactment groups in Japan. His group is currently 

one of the leading organisers of samurai battle re-enactments in Japan. 


