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Paula Gustafson : Salish Weaving  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Salish Weaving: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. interestingBy E. Ann ClarkI read the book and will have to go back 
and do another read to digest all the content.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ContentsBy 

2crazy4books2salish weavingjane gustafsonThe Salish were known as the weavers of the Pacific Northwest. They 
used the materials around them, hair from mountain goats, and fibers from native plants such as Indian hemp and 

stinging nettle.Salish blankets and other weavings were collected by Captain James Cook on his expeditions to the 
northwest coast. Many are now in museums collections throughout the world.The Salish are known for their twill 
blankets. As the looms did not have heddles that could be raised, the twill designs were all hand-picked, the weft 
crossing the warp, over two and under two.The yarn was spun on spinning whorls made of wood or whalebone, 

measuring 3 to 6 inches in diameter. Some natural dyes were used, but the Salish preferred the texture of the twill 
weaves to elaborate designs. When other yarns became available through trade, the Salish adapted their traditional 
techniques to the new materials.Looms found at archaeological sites in the area measured 5 ft. in height and 6 ft. in 
width. Looms were warp frames, consisting of 2 upright sides embedded into the ground. Crossbars fit into carved 
slots on the sides. The lower crossbar could be loosened to release the tension. The warp was rolled forward as the 
weaving progressed. The crossbar was tightened and weaving continued.4 of 4 people found the following review 

helpful. overviewBy Victoria InkpenThis book is an excellent source of the history of Salish weaving peoples. It has 
excellent detail in methods, fabric choices dyeing. It is a precious record of history of the people.
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first edition salish weaving jane gustafson The Salish were known as the weavers of the Pacific Northwest. They used 
the materials around them, hair from mountain goats, and fibers from native plants such as Indian hemp and stinging 
nettle. Salish blankets and other weavings were collected by Captain James Cook on his expeditions to the northwest 
coast. Many are now in museums collections throughout the world. The Salish are known for their twill blankets. As 

the looms did not have heddles that could be raised, the twill designs were all hand-picked, the weft crossing the warp, 
over two and under two. The yarn was spun on spinning whorls made of wood or whalebone, measuring 3 to 6 inches 
in diameter. Some natural dyes were used, but the Salish preferred the texture of the twill weaves to elaborate designs. 
When other yarns became available through trade, the Salish adapted their traditional techniques to the new materials. 
Looms found at archaeological sites in the area measured 5 ft. in height and 6 ft. in width. Looms were warp frames, 

consisting of 2 upright sides embedded into the ground. Crossbars fit into carved slots on the sides. The lower crossbar 
could be loosened to release the tension. The warp was rolled forward as the weaving progressed. The crossbar was 

tightened and weaving continued


