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Howard M. Nixon : Five Centuries of English Bookbinding  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Five Centuries of English Bookbinding: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A interesting guide to English Bookbinding. 100 bindings with 
commentary by an expert Good BW illustrationsBy DrHoward Nixon was one of the leading British scholars on 

Bookbinding of his generation.The was head of Rare Books at the British Library up to the time of his retirementHis 
books related to bookbinding are highly prized and worth getting if and when you can afford them. A few of his books 

are very expensiveThis current book contains 100 select English BindingsThey had been published in the Book 
Collector magazine over Some 25 years and were given more permanent form in this excellent book.The first bindings 
are by the Caxton Binder 1480-1490. The last is a Cosway Binding of 1928.In this work Nixon aimed toOnly discuss 
bindings not published in book form beforeAim for a reasonable coverage of all patriots of bookbinding ( some area 
had been well covered in early major works on English Bookbinding ). The earliest binding is on the Stonyhurst St. 

Cuthbert's Gospels -- this is not included as it and a number of important bindings have been previously publishedHe 
aimed to add at least one new fact on each bindingA number of bindings were made for Royalty or Rulers including 

Henry VIII, Edward VI , Queen Mary along with Elizabeth I and later Oliver Cromwell Charles II and George IIIOther 
binding were made for important nobles and also bookcollectorsArchbishop Parker, Lord Burghley, and Lord Herbert 

feature as does Samuel Peyps. Later there is a binding for the famous Harleian LibraryOne meets a range of 
bookbinders-- some we know about while others are known to us buy those whose book they boundThe format is 

comment on the Left side of the page with notes where needed and a well reproduced full page BW illustration on the 
RightI tend to dip into it and look at the Bindings and read the commentary on selected bindingsIf you are interested in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0859674118


English bookbindings then it is worth considering this bookIt covers a broad range of English Bindings from about 
1500-1930Howard Nixon was one of the leading scholars of his day and is still highly regarded as can be seen by the 
prices for some of his booksI think the New copy at nearly $4,900 is clearly overpriced. However every bookseller is 

free to offer his books at whatever price he chooses and every buyer is free to pay whatever price he wishes

S-K 136. First edition. Brenni no.759 . One hundred articles on bookbinding that originally appeared in The Book 
Collector have been combined into one volume. Contains 100 plates of important bindings and a page of descriptive 
text about each. Jacket chipped along edges with small piece missing at bottom of spine. Ink ownership inscription in 

corner of front free endpaper. 232, 9 pages. cloth, dust jacket.. 8vo..


