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Joe Weingarten : Field Guide to Hallmarks of US Military Insignia: Expanded 2nd Edition  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Field Guide to Hallmarks of US Military 

Insignia: Expanded 2nd Edition: 

This is the most comprehensive book on hallmarks that have been used on Military Insignia since the early 1900s. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1539585336


While a number of books have been written on hallmarks used by jewelry manufacturers it seems that the military has 
been forgotten. Yet medals and insignia are the jewelry of the military. The processes to manufacturer medals and 

insignia are the same as jewelry. Some jewelry companies did make insignia but a vast majority of insignia 
manufactures did not make jewelry so their hallmarks were never cataloged in any books. This 2nd edition has grown 
by 130 pages to cover this area of manufacture and includes not only companies within the USA but also companies 
that made insignia for the US Military overseas. It now includes many backmarks of button companies going back to 
the early 1800's. Were possible background information is provided on the companies listed. In some cases only the 
company name is shown with a hope that in the future readers will supply additional information and hallmarks for 

future editions. Also listed as an appendix is a list of WWII German manufacturers and their official hallmarks. 
Another Appendix is a complete index of all US Army Institute of Heraldry assigned code numbers.

About the AuthorGraduated from New York University as a mechanical engineer and went to work as a research and 
development engineer in the Air Cargo and Aerial Delivery Branch at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. A few months 

later he was offered a direct commission in the Air Force in the same organization. After four years and becoming a 
Captain he returned to civil service and continued in Air Force RD for the next 26 years. Joe retired as the Technical 
Assistant to the Commander of the Air Force Material Command. Joe has 11 patents and 26 AF Invention Awards. 
The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics selected him as the top young in the nation in 1977 for his 
development of structural internal restraint criteria for all aircraft and spacecraft that was adopted world wide and is 

used in design of such vehicles today. Some of his other accomplishments include the concept of air cargo hubs many 
years before FedEx and UPS. A million pound test rope with zero twist that was used to in airdrop of a minuteman 
missile from a C-5 aircraft. He developed the internal structural criteria for the Space Shuttle. Design of equipment 

that made the largest structural plastic extrusions and many other airdrop items. After retirement from the Air Force he 
opened and operated an Apple dealership, which grew in a few years to one of the largest Apple stores in the nation. 
Once again retiring Joe started making sterling silver military insignia and now is the last manufacturer of sterling 

insignia. He has come full circle using he love of research to fill this gap in the history of military insignia. Look for 
his other books such as the Field Guide to US Paratrooper Badges. 


