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Renee Newman : Exotic Gems: How to Identify and Buy Tanzanite, Ammolite, Rhodochrosite, Zultanite, 
Sunstone, Moonstone Other Feldspars (Newman Exotic Gem Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 

or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Exotic Gems: How to Identify and Buy Tanzanite, Ammolite, 
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Rhodochrosite, Zultanite, Sunstone, Moonstone Other Feldspars (Newman Exotic Gem Series): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Volume 1 of a 3 volumes, describing gems well and captivatinglyBy 
Mark D. R. SternRenee Newman's book is well organized, researched and illustrated. Each gem is described 

scientifically as well as in a way accessible to the amateur gemologist. Extensive discussion is given to characteristics 
of any gem and its value, accompanied by illustrations. Only nine rare gems are actually covered in this volume, so 

much attention being given to each. The book is well organized with a table of contents, and an index. Even if you do 
not read the scientific descriptions, the brilliant color photographs make it hard to put down.However, as volume 1 you 

need to buy volume 2 as well which has an additional 15 chapters on related gems. After I bought volume 1 and 
volume 2 of Newman's Exotic Gems, there were still some missing. I found this in her third book, Rare Gemstones, 

which covers more of the rare and newer gems gaining popularity.Since buying them, I have never shelved them in my 
library but keep them out. I may not be able to afford the gems, but I can covet the gems and spend hours just looking 

at the illustrations.But, lest you think they are coffee table picture books of gems, if I wanted to I could take the time to 
read the books and understand the characteristics that make these minerals gems.1 of 1 people found the following 

review helpful. It has a good history behind each oneBy Snakelady57This is a book that goes more into the history of 
gems, i.e. folklore. The interesting parts of each gem is the folklore associated with it. It has a good history behind 
each one. Satisfied with this author. Maybe another book for beginners with more detail???0 of 0 people found the 

following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellent book; product as described; fast shipping; would buy from 
the seller again!

This is the first in a series of books that will explore the history, lore, evaluation, geographic sources, and identifying 
properties of lesser-known gems. This volume has 288 colour photographs of mounted and loose tanzanite, ammolite, 
zultanite, rhodochrosite, sunstone, moonstone, labradorite, spectrolite, andesine, amazonite, bytownite, orthoclase and 

oligoclase. Some of the pictures are close-up shots that show how to make visual judgements about clarity, 
transparency, colour, cut quality and brilliance. A few pictures show how the gems are cut and many others show 

creative jewellery designs with these stones. The book also provides tips on caring for the gems, selecting an appraiser 
and detecting imitations and gem treatments. The healing and metaphysical properties of the gems are also addressed. 

Written for both consumers and professionals, it's easy to read, well-organised, and packed with fascinating 
information and photos. If you are interested in coloured gemstones, you will find this to be a valuable resource that 

will help you discover and buy unusual gem varieties you may never have seen before.

Having written guides to buying rubies, sapphires, emeralds, diamonds, and pearls, Rene Newman turns her attention 
to rarer specimens. Exotic Gems, Volume 1: How to Identify and Buy Tanzanite, Ammolite, Rhodochorsite, Zultanite, 

Sunstone, Moonstone other Feldspars prepares readers (and beaders) to encounter these beautiful and potentially 
valuable gems. The language is accessible, and chapters including "Price factors in a nutshell" will prove 

indispensable to novice buyers. The breadth of information on each stone, Renee's guide to choosing an appraiser, 288 
vibrant photos and a bibliography also make this book a handy resource for seasoned collectors. We'll be watching for 

future installments of the Exotic Gems series. --Bead and Button Magazine, October 2010 


