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Martin J. Hopkinson : Ex Libris: The Art of Bookplates before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Ex Libris: The Art of Bookplates:

Endlessly diverse and appealing, bookplates (also called ex libris, Latin for "from the books of") are small decorative
labels to be pasted inside a book's cover to express personal ownership. Originating in their modern printed formin
16th-century Germany, where books were highly valuable and treasured, bookplates became an art form practiced by
artists across Europe and beyond. This book traces the fascinating evolution of bookplate design over time and across
national boundaries, showcasing 100 key examples of ex libris art.In the early 1500s, Albrecht Drer and other German
engravers and printmakers began to create highly decorative bookplates, often featuring armorial devices and coats of
arms for wealthy individuals and institutions. As the fashion for ornamental bookplates spread, distinctive national
styles evolved. Nearly every conceivable design elementfrom cupids to scientific instruments, portraits, and
landscapesserved to decorate personal bookplates. This volume explores the various sources of ex librisinspiration,
including designs by C. R. Ashbee, Walter Crane, Aubrey Beardsley, Eric Gill, and Rudyard Kipling, as seen in the
books of Frederic Leighton, Calvin Coolidge, and many others. Book lovers and art enthusiasts alike will delight in
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this treasury of bookplate art and lore.



