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Jon Mills: Doing Their Bit: Home Front Lapel Badges, 1939-1945 before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Doing Their Bit: Home Front Lapel Badges, 1939-1945:

The Second World War, often described as a " People's War", was the first time civilians played amajor part in
Britain'swar effort. New emergency services created before the war to help those suffering loss and damage were
joined by the Home Guard as Britain faced invasion in the summer of 1940 and new organizations formed to deal with
unexploded bombs and the homel ess caused by nightly air raidsin 1940. Mgjor air attacks ceased in 1941 but food
was rationed, daily essentials scarce and Britons of all ages expected to do wartime duty in addition to their day job.
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Many essential war workers on the Home Front lacked a uniform but wore alapel or pin back-badge to show they
were doing their bit for the war effort. Treasured as souvenirs of six momentous years in Britain's history, they were
rediscovered years later, often by someone to whom their significance and meaning was unknown. Whilst military
badges are well recorded, no attempt to identify Home Front items was made until the first edition of this book was
published privately in 1996. Extensively updated Doing Their Bit isillustrated with over 700 wartime lapel badges and
ephemera, records the wartime history of over 200 organi zations which wore them and shows how Thomas Fattorini
Ltd became a major manufacturer of Home Front badges. This invaluable guide should be on the shelves of anyone
with an interest in the history of wartime Britain.

About the AuthorJon Millsis an author, researcher and collector specialising in the Second World War British Home
Front. His interest in the period was sparked by family tales of hisair raid warden grandfather, his father in the Home
Guard and his mother who issued ration books and identity cards. A collector of wartime memorabiliafor some fifty
years, Jon is the author and publisher of the series Within the Island Fortress, an in-depth look at the insignia and
ephemera of Britain's civilian war effort. The co-author of two wartime histories of the London Borough of
Wandsworth where he was brought up, Jon isaregular contributor to military and family history magazines. For
Sabrestorm Jon has written Utility Furniture a guide to the 1943 Utility furniture catalogue. Jon is editor of The
Formation Sign, journal of the Military Heraldry Society whose members are supporting him in his next project,
Badges on Battledress, an illustrated history of the cloth insigniaworn by the British Armed forces from 1939 to1967.
Originally alibrarian, Jon worked for local authorities before providing information and records management to the
property industry. Married with four grandchildren, Jon livesin Kent.



